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In. Jakubavi ien
Lithuania, The Historical Presidential Palace in Kaunas

MOTHERHOOD IN THE FIRST REPUBLIC OF LITHUANIA (1918  1940) 

Raising a child was exceptionally mother’s duty. In the First Republic of 
Lithuania (1918  1940) conditions for motherhood were far from excellent 
– women were entitled to two weeks of maternity leave before childbirth and 
six weeks after. Due to the shortage of nurseries women were forced either 
to give up their jobs or sacrifice the wellbeing of their babies. Most women 
opted for getting back to work. Doctors and women organisations de-
manded the improvement of conditions of motherhood especially for repre-
sentatives of the working class. Following the example of Poland they is-
sued recommendations to establish nurseries at factories. Unfavourable 
conditions of motherhood for working women resulted in the increasing 
numbers of foundlings. Unduly strict moral norms were accountable for 700 
women dying annually from illegal abortions and about 1,000 from child-
birth related complications.

The author analyses the status of women in the family, compares 
motherhood conditions in rural and urban areas as well as the standard of 
medicine in Lithuania and other Baltic countries and exposes the reasons of 
high death rate among babies under 12 months and children under 5 
years. The author also analyses what social organisations and informational 
publications helped women deal with their problems.
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THE SILENCE OF THE GULAG QUEER:
READING THE DIARY OF VADIM KOZIN 

Vadim Aleskeevich Kozin (1905  1994) shot to Soviet superstardom 
as a singer of apolitical “gypsy romance” songs during the height of Stalin’s 
Terror and then the Great Patriotic War. Between 1937 and 1943 he re-
leased at least 68 separate phonograph recordings of his work, including no 
less than three versions of his biggest hit, Druzhba (Friendship). He enter-
tained the Allies when Stalin hosted the Teheran Conference in 1943; ac-
cording to one legend, Winston Churchill himself asked Stalin to let Kozin 
sing for him. Yet within a year he was imprisoned in the Gulag forced labour 
camps of Magadan in the Far East for his homosexuality and supposed 
anti Soviet sentiments. Released in 1950, he struggled to rebuild his career 
while remaining a Magadan resident, topping the bill on tours of Siberia with 
the Magadan Musical Theatre in 1955  1956. His diary recording eighteen 
months “on tour” during these years offers a tantalizing glimpse of the eve-
ryday life of a Siberian superstar with a queer eye for the Soviet guy. At the 
same time, the diary raises troubling questions for the historian of the Gulag 
queer, for its provenance is problematic, its editing, somewhat dubious, and 
in any case, the conventional commemoration of Kozin erases all memory 
of his homosexual appetites. Despite these worries, to me the diary still 
offers exciting opportunities for the historian alert to the existential ques-
tions for Soviet queers that it poses, and for the ways in which it figures in 
the politics of queer visibility in today’s Russian Federation. 
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V.  Jur nien
Kaunas, Lithuania, Vilnius University Kaunas Faculty of Humanities 

MEN SEEK FOR A CAREER, WOMEN JUST WORK 

According to the sociologist V. Lisauskaite the statistics allow to speak 
of the phenomenon of „glass ceilings“, when, despite of legal acts guaran-
teeing equality, due to the prevailing attitudes of employers or the society, 
women are less often offered positions of leaders. Men are the employees 
seeking for career, and women are “just employees”. Even in strongly femi-
nized fields of work women form minority in the leading section.

In certain fields, a horizontal labour market segregation is still strong-
there is a distinct distribution into „male“ and „female“ professions. Men 
dominate in the fields of construction (92,8 per cent), transport (71,9 per 
cent), agriculture (62,8 per cent); women dominate in health care (85,5 per 
cent), education (81,9 per cent), hotels and restaurants (81,1 per cent), 
social services (66,5 per cent). In spite of the equal payment for the same 
work or work of equal value as enforced in the EU and Lithuanian legal 
acts, women earn 15 25 per cent as less than men in the EU. In Lithuania 
the gap between the payment of men and women is among the biggest 
ones. It is up to 24,4 per cent and each year it increases by one per cent. 
Therefore, some women often have additional unqualified wok next to their 
main job, for example, that of a cleaner, in order to earn as much as a man 
in one position. On the other hand, child care and family duties which make 
women less mobile in the labor market also fall into the category of vertical 
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segregation. The average income of a household, where a woman is the 
leader, is smaller in all categories of households.

The Presidents Dalia Grybauskait  also noted that the biggest problem 
of Lithuania in the labour market is not only the small payment for em-
ployees, but also the inadmissible situation when women gain a smaller 
payment for the same work. The main concern in the Europe Union is how 
to use the work of women. On February 7, 2011 a meeting was held in 
Stockholm where the leaders of the Northern and Baltic states as well as 
the leader of Great Britain discussed how to encourage women to be more 
active in starting their own business. Lithuania was taken as an example, 
where business women make up even 40 per cent of all persons engaged 
in business. By the data of the Department of Statistics of Lithuania, it is 
evident that these are mostly small business companies.
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UKRAINIAN INSURGENCY AGAINST THE POST WAR SOVIETIZATION 
OF THE WESTERN UKRAINE: THE CASE OF THE FEMALE TEACHERS 

1944 after the entry of the Red Army on territory of Western Ukraine 
the sovietization what was stopped by the war, began again. The Soviet 
power conducted industrialization, collectivization and cultural 
transformations of the Western Ukrainian areas in rapid rates. The special 
role of this transformations occupied the changes and development of 
educational system supported by thousands of specialists from Eastern 
Ukraine and Russia, who provided the functions as propagators of the so-
cialistic ideas (attending Komsomol and kolkhoz) and fighters of the “ques-
tion” of Ukrainian nationalists. The majority of them (medical sector and 
education) were female. Based on documents of Security Service Archive 
(SBU Archive) and undergrounds documentation I’m looking of dispositions 
of arriving female “strangers”, “enemies on the territory“, who situated be-
tween observing and pressure of Soviet power on the one side and punitive 
actions from Ukrainian nationalists on the other side. 

The documents gave an ambivalent picture: from the cooperation the 
young Komsomol girls with Ukrainian Underground until the violence acts 
from the nationalist’s side against the specialists from the East. Who were 
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these women? In what way can be created common biographical collage 
and how and on what levels is the experience of violence being revisited 
nowadays and what role is played by gender issues? 
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»

Zuleikha Seidmamedova, an Azerbaijani navigator of the 46th Guards 
Night Bomber Unit, begins her 1983 “Zapiski letchitsy” with an epigraph 
that challenges the woman’s place in aviation: “ —

?” [“To fly into the sky that’s hardly a woman’s business, 
is it?”].415  She, in turn, responds to the challenge by portraying herself and 
her comrades as skilled pilots and heroic fighters. Seidmamedova and her 
peers, pilots in the 46th Guards women’s aviation regiment, faced this chal-
lenge three times.  In the late 1930s, they fought for the right to fly, and be-
came pilots, maintaining that women should be allowed to join the militari-
zation movement, even if they were not allowed to attend military acade-
mies. 416  After the Nazi invasion, these aviators demanded to serve at the 
front, only to be either initially sent home or directed to nursing school.   
After Hero of the Soviet Union Marina Raskova received permission in Oc-
tober, 1941 to form three women’s aviation regiments, the recruited women 
performed heroically as combat pilots, exceeding expectations and proving 
definitively, they thought, that women had a right to wage war in the skies.   

After the war, the Russian nation coped with women combatants by re-
sponding in manners that anthropologist Sharon MacDonald finds typical: 
their femininity was stressed and their roles as combatants were down-
played or, in other cases, the general public assumed that women combat-
ants were either “unnatural,” or sexually immoral in other words, “not fully 
women”417.  After the war, the state demobilized female combatants and 
officially began diminishing their soldierly role in the war myth, in part be-

                                                          

415 , . . , 1969, 5.
416See Reina Pennington, Wings, Women, & War: Soviet Airwomen in World War II 
Combat Lawrence, KS: University Press of Kansas, 2010 and Anna Krylova, Soviet 
Women in Combat Cambridge: Cambridge University, 2010 for background on the 
1930s militarization movement and the cohort of women pilots who fought in World 
War II. 
417 Macdonald S., Holden P., Ardener S. (eds.)  Images of Women in Peace and 
War: Cross Cultural and Historical Perspectives. Madison, Wisconsin, 1987. P 7.
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cause of widespread distrust on the part of Soviet citizenry, as detailed in 
journalist Svetlana Alexyevich’s interviews with veterans418.  In a 1945 
speech, the Soviet president Kalinin urged women to not be boastful of their 
feats and service419. Reina Pennington notes that “even in fiction, there was 
an increasing tendency to minimize the role of the women participants in 
the post war years”420.  Postwar state needs and policy resulted in a repre-
sentation of women soldiers in a manner corresponding to strictly defined
gender roles and as a result, women pilots found themselves on the peri-
phery of collective memory.  As the phenomenon that Nina Tumarkin has 
described as a state orchestrated cult of World War II began to take shape 
in the early 1960-s421, it became clear that armed women combatants and 
skilled aviators had been forgotten, rather than celebrated.  After fifteen 
years of silence, these women began fighting back, actively engaging in a 
battle for cultural heritage, for a place in the nation’s cultural memory, and 
for the metaphorical resurrection of lost comrades in arms.  Beginning in 
1960, these women began publishing memoirs, narrating their stories as 
combatants and representing themselves and their comrades as women 
who confronted and challenged boundaries to become defenders of their 
nation at its most dire hour.  How do these women’s memoirs and biogra-
phies reflect changing gender roles and expectations from the war period 
into the postwar decades?  How do they negotiate gender in their publica-
tions as they attempt to fill what Suzanne Conze and Beate Fieseler have 
called “a blind spot in the history of the war?”422.

The pilots’ memoirs shed light on Soviet norms for gender during three 
distinct periods: the militarization period prior to the war during which most 
of the authors learned to fly, the wartime experience, and the period during 
                                                          

418 Alexievich S. War’s Unwomanly Face.  Keith Hammond and Lyudmila Lezhne-
va, trans. Moscow, 1988. . 8, 65, 89, 121, 189, 244.
419 Kalinin M.I. On Communist Education; selected speeches and writings. Moscow, 
1953. . 428. 
420 Pennington R. Wings, Women & War: Soviet Airwomen in World War II Combat. 
Lawrence, Kansas, 2001. . 155. 
421 Tumarkin N.  The Living and the Dead: The Rise and Fall of the Cult of World 
War II in Russia. New York, 1994. 
422 Conze S., Fieseler B. Soviet Women as Comrades in –Arms  // A Blind Spot in 
the History of the War / d. Roberrt W. Thurston and Bernd Bonwetsch. Urbana, 
Illinois, 2000. P. 209  234.
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which they were writing — which ranged from the 1960-s through the first 
post Soviet decade.  During the first two Soviet decades, Party officials and 
propagandists attempted to construct New Soviet Men and Women, leading 
to an unexpected questioning of gender and sex, both in actuality and in 
propaganda423. The women who came of age during the late 1930s and 
early 1940s encountered a multitude of examples of militarized women, 
encouraging them to take to the skies424.  Almost all women pilots describe 
how Marina Raskova’s memoir and the 1938 flight of the Rodina inspired 
them and demonstrated that women belonged in aviation.  In her memoir, 
veteran Raisa Aronova explicitly places pilots within the culture of heroism 
in her memoir Nochnye ved’mi [Night Witches] when she remembers how in 
the 1930s she conceived of aviators as some type of magical bogatyri425.

While the women unapologetically describe their enthusiasm for flight 
that characterizes the years before the war, they carefully explain their mo-
tives to fight the enemy in a non traditionally feminine way once the war 
begins.  They focus entirely on patriotic motives, detailing their love for their 
motherland and a hatred for the enemy, showing that rather than being “un-
natural” or manly women, they were kind, normal girls who simply loved 
their country too much to sit at home missing the opportunity to defend it at 
the moment of national crisis, especially after witnessing the deaths of in-
nocent women and children.  While the veterans combined traditionally fe-
minine qualities with warrior traits, constructing what Anna Krylova has de-
scribed as non oppositional, yet still binary gender identity,426 the women 
veterans represent themselves as every bit as skilled in warfare as their 
male peers, if not more.  In fact, the veterans argue that their gender made 
                                                          

423 Goldman W. Women, the State, and Revolution: Soviet Family Policy and Social 
Life 1917 1936 (1993), Lilya Kaganovsky, How the Soviet Man Was Unmade: 
Cultural Fantasy and Male Subjectivity under Stalin. 2008; Krylova . Soviet Wom-
en in Combat. 2010.
424 Journals such as Rabotnitsa offered feature stories on women of their mothers’ 
generation, who had set the precedent by fighting in the Civil War.  Anka the ma-
chine gunner in 1935 film Chapaev symbolized these women and prompted the 
younger generation of women to arm themselves.  Coverage of the Spanish Civil War 
showed Russian women additional examples of female fighters and aviator Marina 
Raskova demonstrated, with great acclaim, that women could excel as pilots.
425 . . . , 1969. . 7  8.
426 Krylova . Soviet Women in Combat. Cambridge, 2010. . 13 14.
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them better pilots, as they would not drink or smoke before flying or be-
cause of their strength of will.

Marina Chechneva’s incorporation of wartime texts into her postwar 
publications points to an evolution in gender expectations and identity from 
the war years into the postwar period.  She chose Kravtsova’s 1942 war-
time march as  epigraph for her 1968 biography 

[Girls flew in a Guards Regiment].  Her choice points to the 
representative function of this march in the regiment’s collective identity 
during service as well as the women’s memory of the war.  The march cap-
tures how the women pictured themselves during the war, at the precise 
moment they were fighting the enemy: as young women and com-
rades in arms, but also as bogatyri [male knights] and eagles, always 
masculine characters in Slavic folklore.  During the war, when the women 
were in the process of proving themselves equal to men, they employed 
masculine gendered imagery to represent themselves.  In contrast, in me-
moirs composed after the war, these memoirists represented themselves 
using traditionally feminine imagery: swallows in Chechneva’s memoir 
“ ”  [Swallows over the Front] and witches in me-
moirs (Aronova’s , Rakobol’skaia’s and Kravtsova’s 

) and in the one film directed by a wom-
an pilot veteran  [Night Witches in the Sky].  The 
swallow is a grammatically feminine bird, the swallow, a symbol of kind-
ness, happiness, peace, family contentment, and otherworldliness427 and 
the witch, rather than the masculine gendered wizard, represents the arc-
hetypal crone—a powerful, wise character on the periphery of society.  
While they initially identified with unmarked, masculine characters, the 
women would later assume self representational images that highlighted 
their femininity.  This emphasis on their feminine gender identity both con-
forms to post war expectations and responds to the mistrust of women who 
had served. 

                                                          

427 . . , .
. , 2006. . 102  103. 
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In her work on autobiography, Shari Benstock argues that female auto-
biographers craft responses from the position of “The Other”428.   Women 
pilots’ memoirs indicate that as a whole, they had always been aware of 
their marked otherness in relation to male pilots but, as the years passed, 
they became more aware of how society misunderstood and ignored their 
status as women veterans.  They want to be remembered by future genera-
tions precisely as heroic, womanly women who confronted and challenged 
boundaries to become skilled aviators and defenders of their nation in its 
most dire hour.   By taking charge of their depictions through the crafting of 
first person narratives, they attempted to push themselves out of the peri-
phery, into a more central space in collective memory.  Since women were 
excluded from combat after World War II, they became aware of the uni-
queness of their experience as combat pilots, as a special cohort of women 
who had defended their motherland, and proved not their skills as pilots, 
while maintaining their traditional femininity.

K.  Petrone 
USA, University of Kentucky

CHALLENGING SOVIET MILITARY MASCULINITY:
GENDER AND MOBILIZATION IN SOVIET AND POST SOVIET RUSSIA 

This presentation explores the image of the Russian and Soviet mas-
culine military hero in the twentieth century. Although it seems like this im-
age of masculine military heroism is stable and enduring, I argue that it only 
seems so because the militaristic Russian, Soviet and post Soviet states in 
turn were and are invested in this image of the masculine military hero and 
do a great deal of cultural work to maintain this ideal image while prohibiting 
and marginalizing alternative images.

Throughout the twentieth century (and even before) heroic tropes 
about the Russian and Soviet soldier seem fairly consistent.  Heroes were 
extremely valiant and effective in battle but honorable and patient as well.  
They only used violence on the enemy and not civilians, non combatants
and the wounded. However, my recent research on Soviet memory shows 
                                                          

428  Benstock S.  Authorizing the Autobiographical in Feminisms: An Anthology of 
Literary Theory and Criticism / Ed. by R.R. Warhol and D.P.Herndl. New Brunswick, 
NJ:  2003. P. 11 - 43.
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that 1920-s discourse profoundly challenged dominant heroic tropes by 
acknowledging that “ordinary” Russian soldiers could engage in pillaging, 
rape, and murder of the innocent and that engaging in warfare placed ho-
norable men in morally ambiguous situations.  Soviet World War I discourse 
suggested that, far from being heroic, war destroyed the bodies, minds, and 
souls of the soldiers.

By examining publication histories and comparing multiple editions of 
the same works, I have been able to trace the disappearance of this coun-
ter discourse through deliberate Soviet censorship in the middle of the 
1930-s.   Any hint of pacifism was rejected as “bourgeois” in the increasing-
ly militarized Soviet culture of the 1930-s. Nor was it encouraged to chal-
lenge the heroism of war or blur the lines between the enemy soldier and 
the heroic soldier. Alarmed by the rise of the Nazis, Soviet leaders sanitized 
the discourse of war to recuperate earlier Tsarist images of an honorable 
and morally certain soldierly heroism.  During World War II, the notion that 
it was one’s moral duty to kill the bestial German enemies was also firmly 
entrenched in Soviet war discourse.  Unlike in the 1920-s and early 1930-s, 
heroism in warfare against an evil enemy was depicted as a morally 
straightforward endeavor through the rest of the Stalin period.

Despite the unprecedented participation of women in combat in World 
War II, post war discourse continued to prioritize the masculine soldierly 
ideal.  During the Khrushchev and Brezhnev periods, the individual soldiers 
of World War II began to gain recognition (in contrast to Generalissimo Sta-
lin) and so de Stalinization generally strengthened this myth of the heroic 
masculine warrior, though on a more individual plane. 

It was not until glasnost’ and particularly the war with Afghanistan that 
Soviet media once again challenged the heroic warrior ideal. The onset of 
glasnost’ opened up new possibilities about what could be said about war 
and soldiering.  The seventeen minute black and white documentary Ho-
mecoming (1987) by Tatiana Chubakova, for example, highlights key pere-
stroika themes about the Afghan war: grief, guilt, becoming morally and 
physically crippled due to the war, and how one might overcome the trauma 
of war and “improve this life.”  This film challenges the heroic image of war, 
featuring a veteran blinded in one eye.  The veteran describes other physi-
cal injuries that he had witnessed in Afghanistan, including legless and 
singed bodies.  A second veteran admits that the soldiers’ wounds were not 
just physical, but that the war made soldiers into moral cripples.   He la-
ments the breakdown of morality in wartime when ordinary men became 
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“wolves” and “creeps,” and entered any house they wanted to in order to 
steal.  This brief survey of what was permissible in war discourse points to 
the late 1980s as a critical juncture in the transformation of war discourse, 
when the loosening of censorship and the existence of an ongoing war in 
Afghanistan allowed for the reemergence of long simmering themes about 
the ugliness of war and the moral complexity of soldiering.

But this is not the end of the story; some elements of post Soviet cul-
ture sought to restore the military hero to central place, in movies such as 
the Ninth Company that reanimated notions of soldierly heroism and patriot-
ism. This constant reinforcement of the soldierly ideal is one of the most 
important aspects of the twentieth century gender system in Russia and the 
Soviet Union. By examining the periods (at the beginning and the end of the 
Soviet era) when this image was unstable, we can gain insight into the con-
struction of gender norms for both  men and women. 
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K. Ekonen 
Helsinki, University of Helsinki 

SIGNS OF CHANGE:  THE ‘NEW WOMEN’ MODERNIZING
RUSSIAN SOCIETY (1900 1920)

The aim of my presentation is to discuss the scholarly potential of the 
concept of the ‘new woman” for researching the changes of the beginning 
of 20th century in Russian culture and society. I will begin by presenting the 
most significant results of the western ‘new woman’ research, i.e. the ideas 
about the ‘new woman’ discourse as a way of producing and discussing 
changes in social life and values. In the western culture the ‘new woman’ 
was a phenomenon of real life and it was also a figure of (often popular) 
literature.  The concept of the ‘new woman’ has several and even contradic-
tory manifestations. However, the common feature for all ‘new woman’ in-
terpretations was the rejection of woman’s traditional role as was defined by 
her own ambient society. The figure of the ‘new woman’ became a carrier of 
hopes and fears; it became a manifestation and a sign of changing values 
and practices and therefore it became also a vehicle of discussions about 
society and culture.

In my paper I will ask how the results of the western new woman re-
search can be applied for analyzing Russian culture and society. My exam-
ples come from the cultural and political turning points of the Russian his-
tory, from the early 20th century.

The concept of the ‘new woman’ was used in political battle both by  
socialist and so called bourgeois women’s movement, by Aleksandra Kol-
lontai and by Ariadna Tyrkova Williams. The new woman phenomenon can 
be perceived both in the circles of modernist and popular culture. Zinaida 
Gippius’ behaviour is a good example of the ‘new woman’ life strategies. 
The same can be said about Anastasiia Verbitskaia’s life strategy and about 
the heroines of her novels.

I will argue that the ‘new woman’ is a concept, which allows us to see 
the big changes not as separate phenomena, but as related to each other. 
Furthermore, my argument is that the concept of the ‘new woman’ allows us 
to see the continuances from Imperial Russia to the Soviet order with the 
utopia of new Soviet man and new Soviet woman.

In case my paper will be included to the conference programme I can 
present it either in English or Russian. 
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